348

Boletim do Núcleo Cultural da Horta

1876, such as broad and consolidated
collections and keyword searching
capability, and Dolin availed himself
thoroughly of these advantages. The
story of seventeenth – and early-eighteenth century Long Island whaling,
for instance, and its relationship to
the larger development of the industry is clearly outlined. The whole candle trade of the mid-to-late eighteenth
century he covers with an insight
that not even Elmo P. Hohman in
The American Whaleman (New York,
1928) achieved to the same extent or
as well. Dolin culls much of this problematic early American whaling history and as there is (apparently) only
so much original material preserved
from this period its examination and
further public attention is important
for the reader to know. The sources
that exist, however, Dolin shares generously and in many ways this is the
most important section of the book.
The formative years, the skilled facility with which American colonists
pursued this industry, the imperative
of their trade with England, and the
impact of the American Revolution
are all aspects of American history
that pre-figure the country’s exceptional maritime prowess later in the
19th century .
The second and third parts of the
book, the years of ascendancy and
decline, 1774-1924 cover the period
of American whaling history best

documented and most commonly
encountered in other books on whaling. As an overview these two parts
hit all of the highlights including the
opening of Japan, the famous mutinies, the plights of whalemen and
their wives, and the panorama of
fascinating, gripping and romantic
tales commonly associated with the
subject. As in Part One, he carefully
cites with footnotes his sources, and
these footnotes are a feature that will
make this book extremely valuable to
researchers for decades to come. He
cites everything and his bibliography
is an extremely good overview.
The shortcomings of the book are
mostly the illustrations. They are
all good illustrations but they don’t
push the text, support the history or
fit themselves properly into the chronology. The pictures of American
whaling are of equal importance to
the texts and in certain cases, like the
scrimshaw of Frederick Myrick, even
more so. The same can be said for the
development of American whaling
technology which paralleled, and was
integral to, the success of the industry. The patent drawings of American
whalecraft, for instance, speak volumes about the inventiveness of the
craftsmen involved in whaling and
the necessities that drove them. He
has included one picture, however,
which may well be one of the earliest
images of whaling in North America.
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It is a detail on page 41 of a manuscript map of 1722 showing whaling
off Gardiner’s Island, Long Island,
New York. The map is in the collection of the Easthampton, New York
Library collection and is a unique
document, among the earliest of the
period.
Concerning American relations with
the islands of the Azores this is not
an area of particular focus in Leviathan. The islands appear in the volume mostly when they figure in
other details of the story. Again,
were Dolin to have examined every
geographic region of importance to
this industry he could not have succeeded in writing so succinct a history. Be that as it may, however, as
background for understanding the
basic structure, function and history
of the American whaling industry this
is a fine book for Azorian scholars as
well as the general reader. There is a
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good reason for Dolin’s not particularly concentrating on narrowly specific primary sources or geographically precise materials. It is not that
sort of a book. He is not examining
the details of American whaling, he
is writing on a broader scale and he
succeeds in compacting the history
while maintaining its intimacy. The
examination and dissemination of
manuscript sources, pictorial sources
and the three-dimensional artifacts
of American whaling constitute the
bulk of the material that pushes this
history into a second volume. To be
sure, Leviathan is as comprehensive,
thoughtful and useful a history as has
come along in many, many years.
It should be included in every college
and university library in the U.S.A.,
certainly in the Azores as well, and at
the elbow of every serious student of
this subject matter. Michael P. Dyer

