
The northeastern area of the United 
States, known as “New England” (the 
states of Connecticut, Maine, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Vermont),
is exceptionally rich in maritime mu-
seums, and a number of these muse-
ums also offer research libraries and 
archives. Within a day’s drive from 
each other are the Peabody Essex 
Museum in Salem, Massachusetts; 

Maine Maritime Museum in Bath, 
Maine; Nantucket Historical Asso-
ciation in Nantucket, Massachusetts; 
Providence Public Library in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island; Mystic Seaport 
Museum in Mystic, Connecticut; 
Martha’s Vineyard Historical Society 
in Edgartown, Massachusetts; and 
both the New Bedford Free Public Li-
brary and the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum in New Bedford, Massachu-
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setts. In 2001 the renowned collection 
of the Kendall Whaling Museum was 
added to the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum. This gift nearly doubled the 
size of the logbook and library collec-
tions, and included artifacts related 
to both American and worldwide 
whaling.
For anyone seeking to discover pri-
mary source documents related to 
the history of the Azores and New 
England, the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum Research Library is a trea-
sure chest. The museum and its library 
were established, and are maintained, 
by the Old Dartmouth Historical 
Society. The society was founded in 
1903 “to create and foster an interest 
in the history of the territory included 
in old Dartmouth: namely, the present 
city of New Bedford, and the towns 
of Fairhaven, Acushnet, Dartmouth, 
and Westport; to promote historical 
research; to collect documents and 
relics, and to provide for their proper 
custody; to take and hold historic sites 
and to provide proper care for them” 
(Old Dartmouth Historical Sketch 
No. 5, March 31, 1904, p. 11). Over 
the years the Society’s objectives have 
evolved, and the current mission is: 
“to educate and interest all the public 
in the historic interaction of humans 
with whales worldwide; in the history 
of Old Dartmouth and adjacent com-
munities; and in regional maritime 
activities” (Old Dartmouth Historical 

Society-New Bedford Whaling Mu-
seum Annual Report, 2006, p. i).
Both the New Bedford Whaling 
Museum and the Kendall Whaling 
Museum devoted careful attention 
to collecting whaling logbooks. The 
combined collections now located in 
New Bedford form the largest and 
finest collection of American whaling 
logbooks and journals in the world, 
containing over 2300 volumes and 
still growing.
A logbook was written as the official 
record of a voyage to provide legal 
documentation for the ship’s owners 
(Stein, Douglas L., American Mari-
time Documents 1776-1860, 1992, 
p. 89). In addition to logbooks, the 
Museum’s collection also includes 
journals written by individual seamen 
as personal records. Both logbooks 
and personal journals usually includ-
ed daily entries recording the track of 
the voyage, the weather conditions, 
and events onboard, such as stops 
at ports of call, and the death, deser-
tion or recruitment of crew members. 
These records clearly show frequent 
stops at ports in the Azores, and 
the addition of Azorean seamen to 
American whaleship crews. American 
whaling ships made voyages to every 
continent and every ocean.
Judith Navas Lund’s book, Whaling 
Masters and Whaling Voyages Sailing 
from American Ports, is useful for 
determining if a logbook exists in 
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a public collection for a particular 
voyage. In 2008 a website (http://
nmdl.org/whaling) was inaugurated 
by the National Maritime Digital 
Library to make this data available to 
a wider audience.
A few statistics may serve as a guide 
to the magnitude of New Bedford’s 
whaling enterprise. New Bedford was 
the leading American whaling port 
from 1823 to 1906 (Hohman, Elmo P., 
The American Whaleman, 1928, re-
printed 1972, p. 42). During the height 
of American whaling in 1857, there 
were 329 whaling vessels registered 
in New Bedford, each with a crew 
of approximately thirty men (Tower, 
Walter S., A History of the American 
Whale Fishery, 1907, p. 122). The 
last successful whaling voyage from 
New Bedford was that of the schoo-
ner John R. Manta in 1925 (Hegarty, 
Reginald B., Returns of Whaling 
Vessels Sailing from American Ports, 
1959, p. 47).
One of the logbooks in the Museum 
Research Library, ODHS # 1137, was 
kept by Captain Edmund Gardner on 
the ill-fated whaling voyage of the 
ship Union in 1807. The ship struck 
a whale in mid-ocean and began to 
sink. The crew was forced to aban-
don the ship and save themselves in 
the open whaleboats. They landed at 
Flores October 8, 1807. There were 
other significant events that Gardner 
recorded in his logbook. On October 
10 while on Flores, he wrote, “an 

American ship from Lisbon… in-
formd [informed] them that Bonapart 
[Bonaparte] was marching his forces 
against Portugal…” On October 12, 
he wrote, “this day arivd [arrived] 
sloop from Fayal brought the fol-
lowing intiligence [intelligence] that 
there hed bin [had been] very hard 
earth quakes…”
Gardner traveled to Fayal on Novem-
ber 18, 1807. He “rowd [rowed] to 
a place could [called] Port Pin (sic) 
being the south side of the town of 
Fayal from thence went with Mr. 
Greaves to his house next day waited 
on Mr. John B. Dabney consul gener-
al for the United States of America.” 
Gardner waited many days for the de-
tails of the shipwreck to be processed. 
On November 21, he “walk’d to the 
market which abounds with fish of 
divers sorts and fruit of many kinds.” 
On Sunday, November 22, he “went 
to several churches which are all after 
the church of Rome. I likewise went 
to the churchs (sic) belonging to the 
convents of nuns where I saw them 
all.” He noted, “There are five con-
vents in this town three of Friers (sic) 
and two of Nuns. There are 3 publick 
churches and seven others.”
Gardner, like many other visitors, 
was struck by the beauty of the 
Azores. On November 23, he wrote, 
“this day went with some gentlemen 
to view some orange gardens which 
was delight to vew [view] the treas 
[trees] being of a dark green and fruit 
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of bright yellow the contrast being so 
great that they apear [appear] most 
delightful.”
In December of 1807, Gardner trav-
eled on a merchant ship, the brig 
Joanna, from Fayal to Terceira, where 
the brig took on a cargo of oranges 
and fruit, and then proceeded to New 
York City.

Logbooks and journals occasionally 
included pencil sketches, pen-and-ink 
drawings, or watercolors. Sketching 
profile views of a coastline for navi-
gational reference was fairly common, 
and a few views of the headland of 
Fayal exist in the Whaling Museum’s 
logbook collection (KWM Logs # 27, 
49, 183, 302, and 393).

Profile views of Fayal and Pico from Log kept by Rodolphus W. Dexter, Bark Chili, 1856-60
(KWM Log #49)
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Volunteers at the New Bedford Whal-
ing Museum Research Library are 
involved in a long-term project to cre-
ate an index to the logbook collection 
that is keyword searchable. An index 
will enhance the use of the collection, 
which has provided data for social, 
physical and biological scientists, in 
addition to authors, artists, musicians, 
and family historians.
The New Bedford Whaling Museum 
Research Library collection is rich 
not only in logbooks, but also in 
manuscripts and documents relating 
to whaling and local history. There 
are ship’s papers of all kinds; partic-
ularly whalemen’s shipping papers 
(crew contracts), crew lists, and crew 
accounts that document the presence 
of Azorean seamen on American 
whaling vessels. The crew list for the 
1841 voyage of the ship Acushnet 
of Fairhaven contains the names of 
George W. Galvan, Joseph Luis, and 
Martin Brown of Fayal in addition 
to that of Herman Melville. Melville 
later wrote one of the greatest whaling 
stories ever written, Moby-Dick, after 
deserting the Acushnet in the Mar-
quesas Islands, and serving on whale-
ships from Australia and Nantucket 
in addition to a U.S. naval vessel. 
Galvan, Melville’s shipmate, went on 
to serve as second mate on the whal-
ing bark Dragon of New Bedford in 
1845. He continued to rise in rank, 
becoming first mate of the whaling 

bark John A. Parker of New Bedford 
in 1852, and master of the whaling 
bark Zone of Fairhaven in 1858 (New 
Bedford Free Public Library Whal-
ing Archives online, http://www.new 
bedford-ma.gov/Library/Whaling-
Project/Whaling.html). Galvan later 
migrated to Nantucket Island, marry-
ing Lydia R. Atkins of Nantucket on 
October 21, 1862 and dying on Nan-
tucket November 2, 1882 at the age 
of 63 (Massachusetts Vital Records, 
1841-1910, online database at New 
England Historic Genealogical Soci-
ety, www.newenglandancestors.org).
His success story was not unique, 
as other Azorean-born seamen also 
became ship masters, ship owners, 
merchants and land owners in New 
Bedford. Finding prosperity in Amer-
ica was a powerful dream. A consular 
document in the library collection 
(catalog number 2004.55.6) was issued 
on board the whaling bark Andrew 
Hicks on March 13, 1883. In it, the 
U.S. consul at the island of St. Helena 
in the South Atlantic certified that the 
ship carried eleven stowaways from 
the Western Isles, “who had come 
aboard about seven months previ-
ously, and promised to sign on the 
articles at the first U.S. consulate.”
Thomas Hickling, American consul 
in the Azores, was the father of Ame-
lia Clementina Hickling. She married 
Thomas Nye, Jr. and moved to the 
United States. Her daughter, Emma 
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Chambers Nye, who was born and 
raised on the island of São Miguel, 
became the second wife of Edward 
Coffin Jones, a wealthy whaling mer-
chant of New Bedford. The Jones’s 
home on County Street still exists as 
a museum.
Amelia Clementina Hickling Nye 
wrote a letter (Museum catalog num-
ber B94-20) from New Bedford to 
her older sister Marianne (or Mary 
Anne) in 1855, transcribed in part as 
follows:

New Bedford April 1st 1855

My beloved Marianne

Roza came up to tell me the other day 
that the Schooner E.B. Sawyer had 
not yet sailed for the Islands, but was 
going soon, so I have taken advantage 
of a rainy day to write to you. I have 
none of your kind letters to reply to, 
and you don’t know, my beloved Sis-
ter, how my heart yearns to see all my 
dear friends in the Island. I hope these 
few lines will find you all well…We 
have been an unusual time without 
news from the Island in consequence 
of the Io’s being wrecked in Fayal, 
but how thankful I was it happened 
there instead of at sea. I suppose the 
passengers will come in the Pomona 
which was daily expected from 
Lisbon. I should not be surprised if 
Manoel was one of the number as 

we are expecting him to return to this 
country…
How is Mr. Ivens [husband of Mari-
anne], and your dear girls, and has Lili 
got through her difficulties? I sent a 
parcel to Boston with some letters for 
you some time ago, to Charles Dab-
ney to send by the E.B. Sawyer…
Roza’s sister Marianna, came with 
Olivia Dabney she wanted to go to 
service so I procured her a situation 
as nursery maid at Mr. Weiss as she 
was very fond of children. She has 
thanked me repeatedly for getting her 
so good a place and Mr. Weiss has 
thanked me for so nice a girl… Mrs. 
Weiss sister told Marianna she should 
like her sister, and Roza has written 
to your girl to come so be prepared 
to lose your servants – and I assure 
you I am sorry for you – but am not 
surprised they wish to come as they 
have high wages here. I pay my cook 
2 dols a week, and my chambermaid 
1.75 cts – very high wages you will 
say, but some get 2.50 a week…

Your warmly attached Sister,

Amelia Nye

During the nineteenth century, many 
wives of whaling captains accompa-
nied their husbands on whaling voy-
ages. Letters and journals written by 
some of these women still survive, 
and provide rich details of places 
and events. Abbie Dexter Hicks, the
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wife of Captain Edward Hicks, was 
on board the ship Andrew Hicks on a 
whaling voyage 1881-1883. She wrote 
a letter (catalog number 2004.55.5) 
from the Fayal Hotel, May 16, 1882. 
In the letter, she referred to the night 
of May 2, 1882, and related, “That 
night I went to bed as normal very 
early and woke about two o’clock 
and felt the house shake did not know 
whether best to be frightened or not, 
had heard they had earthquakes here 
but never allowed it to trouble me. 
I thought I would dress and while 
doing so felt the house quake and 
rock with a shock there was no mis-

taking… There were four [shocks or 
tremors] in all. I think if there had 
been any more I must have gone into 
spasms, hysterics or been sick in some 
way, it was terrible. I knew a ship 
must tumble about more or less but 
to have the solid ground rolling and 
shaking was more than I could en-
dure…” Earthquakes are uncommon 
in southeastern Massachusetts, and 
Abbie was a native of New Bedford.
One of the series of documents in the 
Museum Research Library (collec-
tion number B92-1) was originally 
compiled by the Portuguese consul-
ate in New Bedford. This collection 
includes maritime records with signa-
tures of some individuals notable for 
their association with the whaling 
industry in New Bedford: Antone 
T. Edwards, Joseph F. Edwards, and 
Henry Mandly Jr. There are also 
records for Portuguese nationals, such 
as passport applications for which 
library volunteers have begun to com-
pile an index by personal name.
The finding aids for the manuscript 
collections are incorporated into the 
library’s online catalog (www.whaling 
museum.org; “Search Collections”), 
but the indexing is not detailed enough 
to represent every personal name con-
tained in each collection. Therefore, 
some ingenuity may be required on 
the part of the researcher. Searching 
specific record types for a particular 
date may be enough to provide fruit-

Portrait of Amelia H. Nye (2000.100.2301)
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ful results. Portuguese speakers should 
also bear in mind that Portuguese 
names may be anglicized in bizarre 
ways. In one example, “Sergio Joa-
quim Ferreira” was transformed into 
“Largo Ioaquim Ferrina.”
In addition to manuscript records, 
there are valuable printed sources 
available at the Museum Research 
Library. The New Bedford Mercury 
newspaper was published weekly be-
ginning August 7, 1807. Beginning in 

1831, a daily edition of the Mercury 
was also published. It was the first 
daily newspaper in New Bedford, 
and continued to appear until 1943. 
One of the features of the paper was 
a “Marine Journal” in each issue. The 
issue for August 28-29, 1839 docu-
mented 33 American whaleships at 
Fayal between May 16 and July 25 of 
that year.
The Whalemen’s Shipping List and 
Merchants’ Transcript, a newspaper 

Bark Andrew Hicks in New Bedford (T-52)
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for the whaling trade, was published 
weekly in New Bedford from 1843 
to 1914. Each issue listed the entire 
American whaling fleet and its ac-
tivities arranged by home port. The 
Whalemen’s Shipping List also printed 
advertisements from ports overseas 
aimed at soliciting trade from whal-
ing vessels, as well as lists of crew 
members aboard departing ships.
City directories were published for 
New Bedford beginning in 1836. 
These books listed the names of heads 
of households in alphabetical order 
together with their street addresses 
and occupations. The directories were 
published from time to time until 
1865, when they began to appear 

annually. The Museum’s collection of 
New Bedford city directories spans 
the years 1836-1970, documenting 
the number of people in the city as it 
grew, and the presence of immigrants 
in the population.
The Museum’s website, www.whal-
ingmuseum.org, offers an online 
library catalog, as well as online cata-
logs for the photographs and objects 
in the Museum’s collection. The cata-
logs are keyword searchable. Modern 
communication has made it easier 
and faster than ever to investigate 
the links through history between the 
Azores and New Bedford – come and 
see for yourself.




